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What is claimed is: f^j^j 

1 • A method for fonrnngbjeachedcrgss^^ the 
steps of: 

applying an effective amount of a .crosssiinking agentjn the presence of an 
effective amount of a polyol t o a matof cgUulosic-fibers, 

separating themat into substantially individualized fibers, 
^rying_the treated individualized fibers, 

curing the crossH nking^agent in the presence of apolyol_^to form individualized 
intrafiter^rossjmk ed cellulo sicfibers, 

taatmgjsaid crosslinked cellulosic fibers with a bleaching agent. ' 
The method of Claim 1, wherein the crosslinking agent is an a- 
hydrpxyp^y^arboxHc^dd^ ' 

3. The method of Claim 2, wherein the cro^mking^geDt is selected from the 

group 

consisting of malic acid, tartaricjicid, citric acid, tartronicacid, a-hydroxyglutaric acid, 
and citramal ic aci d and mixtures thereof. 

4. The method of Claim 3, wherein the crosslinking agent is citric acid, 

5. The method of Claim 3, wherein the crosslinking agent is malic acid._ 

6. The method of Claim 1, wherein the polyol is selected from the group 
20 consisting of acycl ^TyoifialicycI ic poly Q ls_and heterosWeTand mixtures thereof. 

7. The method of Claim 6, wherein the acyclic polyol is selected from the 
group consisting of erythritol, xylitoUarabitol, ribitol .^sorbitol, mannitol, perseho^d, 
Yjjlemitpl and mixtures thereof. 

8. The method of Claim 7, wherein the acyclic polyol is sorbitol. 

25 9 - The method of Clai ™ 6, wherein the alicyclic polyol is myo-Inositol. 

10. The method of Claim 6, wherein the heteroside is seleaeTfcmTthe group 
of i somalt, lac titol ^d maltitol and m ixtures thereof. 

11- The method of Claim 1 0, wherein the heteroside is maltitol. 
12. The method of claim 10, wherein the he^osmTiFl^tito T 
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13. The method of Claim 1, wherein the^polyol is applied to the cellulose mat 
before the application of the crosslinking agent. 

14. The method of Claim 1, wherein the polypi j 5 applied to the crosslink 
treated ind mdualized jibers before curing. 

15. The method of Claim 1, wherein the bleaching agent comprises hydrogen 
peroxide. ' — - — " "== ~ 



16. The method of Claim 15, wherein the hj^rogenperoxide is applied to the 
fibers in an amount from aboutO^kg^ADMT fiber to ^^^^fn^^ 

17. The method of Claim 15, further comprising sodium hydroxide. 

18. The method of Claim 17, wherein the sodiuVh^xidllsTpplied in an . _ 
amount of from about 07kgVADMT fiber to about 1 .5 kg./ADMT fiber. %S 
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